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Background/Explanatory Memorandum: 
 
 
At its 26th Annual Symposium on Sea Turtle Biology and Conservation, the members of the International 
Sea Turtle Society (ISTS) adopted a resolution calling upon the world’s regional fisheries management 
organizations (RFMOs) to urge their members to adopt and implement the FAO “Guidelines to Reduce the 
Mortality of Sea Turtles in Fishing Operations”  (the FAO Guidelines).  This ISTS resolution was 
forwarded to NAFO with a request for action.    
 
It is generally agreed that RFMOs can play a valuable role in support of global adoption and 
implementation of the FAO Guidelines.  Given NAFO’s on-going efforts to minimize bycatch and the 
fledging NAFO initiative on application of ecosystem considerations to the Organization’s fisheries 
management decision-making, NAFO should support global implementation of the FAO Guidelines as 
appropriate.  As the waters of the Convention area include critical foraging habitat for the leatherback turtle 
(Dermochelys coriacea), adoption and implementation of the FAO Guidelines would be both proactive and 
precautionary.   
 
Thus, it is proposed that, in addition to generally supporting adoption and implementation of the FAO 
Guidelines, NAFO Contracting Parties should provide information on existing domestic data collection 
(e.g., species identification, fate and condition at release, relevant biological information, and gear 
configuration) and/or observer training efforts relating to sea turtle interactions in NAFO-managed fisheries 
in the NAFO Convention Area.  
 
NAFO should also consider, where appropriate, increasing cooperation both among NAFO Contracting 
Parties and with other regional, subregional and global organizations, to facilitate sharing of data and 
development of compatible and appropriate bycatch reduction measures.  Such efforts may be enhanced by 
integration of sea turtle interaction data collection by NAFO observers.  



Proposal:   
 

Resolution to Reduce Sea Turtle Mortality in NAFO Fishing Operations 
 

Preamble:   
 
Recognizing the cultural and ecological significance of sea turtles in the Northwest Atlantic Ocean; 
 
Recognizing that the FAO Committee on Fisheries (COFI) endorsed “Guidelines to Reduce Sea Turtle 
Mortality in Fishing Operations” at its Twenty-sixth Session, held in March 2005, and that these guidelines 
are directed towards members and non-members of FAO, fishing entities, subregional, regional and global 
organizations, whether governmental or non-governmental concerned with fisheries management and 
sustainable use of aquatic ecosystems; 
 
Further recognizing that implementation of these guidelines should be consistent with the Code of Conduct 
for Responsible Fisheries as well as with the Reykjavik Declaration on Responsible Fisheries in the Marine 
Ecosystem with regard to ecosystem considerations and based on the use of the best available science; 
 
Taking into account the importance placed by the guidelines on research, monitoring, the sharing of 
information, and public education on sea turtles; 
 
The Contracting Parties of NAFO resolve as follows: 
 
1. NAFO Contracting Parties (CPs) should, as appropriate, individually and collectively implement the 
FAO “Guidelines to Reduce Sea Turtle Mortality in Fishing Operations” (the Guidelines) to reduce the 
incidental catch of sea turtles and ensure the safe handling of all turtles that are captured. 
 
2. NAFO CPs should continue to enhance the implementation of their existing turtle mitigation measures 
using best available scientific information on mitigation techniques. 
 
3. NAFO should encourage CPs to collect, and provide to the NAFO Secretariat, all available information 
on interactions with sea turtles in fisheries managed by NAFO in the NAFO Convention Area and urges 
them to foster collaboration with other CPs in the exchange of information in this area. 
 
4. NAFO should cooperate with other regional, subregional and global organizations to share data on sea 
turtle bycatch and to develop and apply compatible bycatch reduction measures as appropriate. 
 
5. Beginning in 2007, CPs should provide to the NAFO Secretariat a detailing of sea turtle fishery 
interaction data (e.g., species identification, fate and condition at release, relevant biological information 
and gear configuration), including data collected by their respective national observer programs, in fisheries 
managed by NAFO in the NAFO Convention Area and any sea turtle-specific training provided to these 
observers.  This information will be compiled by the NAFO Secretariat and reported to the Scientific 
Council and to the Fisheries Commission.  
 
6. The Fisheries Commission should monitor the progress of CPs in applying this resolution and develop 
relevant strategies for the further consideration of the Commission in 2008.  Information produced as a 
result of this resolution will be provided by the NAFO Secretariat to the FAO.  
 


