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1. The fishery

a - Greenland Halibut in Divisions 2+3

A trawl fishery directed to Greenland halibut took place in 1997. Tables 1 and two give the detailed catches and
effort concerning that fishery. The fishery was carried by two stern trawlers in the division 2J, 3L and 3M. Detailed
effort data were not made available yet for division 2J. Most of the effort ( 50 % in days of fishing) took place in
division 3L_.. The total catches for the Subareas 2+3 was of 443 1, half of it was taken in the spring and in division
2J, the other half in the fall and mostly in division 3L. The fishery took place in depth ranging from 800 to 1300 m
for the division 3.

b - Cod in subdivision 3Ps

Following a moratorium from 1894 to 1996, the fishery for cod in Subdivision 3Ps was reopened in 1997 with a
TAC of 10 000 t. In view of the 1994 Canada-France agreement, France has been allocated a share of 15.6 %
of the TAC corresponding to 1560 t. 70 % of this quota would be allocated to Canadian fishing companies to be
landed in St-Pierre and Miquelon. The directed fishery started in April 1997 for the hand line and the gillnet fishery
and in August for the trawlers. The fishery was conducted in French waters before the 18th of May when the
agreement was signed for the delivery of Canadian fishing licences to French fishermen. Some by catches in the
redfish fishery were reported by the trawlers in March and April.

Table 3 gives the total reported French cod catches (provisionaly per month and gear. The structure of the
French cod fishery in Subdivision 3Ps has changed since the pre-moratorium period as a gillnet fishery has
developed involving 7 boats of sizes of 10 to 11 meters. 18 boats of less than 10 m fished with handline. The part
of the quota {30 %) devoted to those gears was estimated alf caught by September but as some errors in the
computation of the catches were found, this fishery was reopened in December. This explains the gap in October
and November caiches. The trawlers catches was made by 2 Canadian boats and landed in Saint-Pierre as part
of the Canada-France agreement,

¢ — Iceland scallop in Subdivision 3Ps

The French fishery for Iceland scallop in 1997 started only in July and an estimated 118 t of live scallop were
landed by one vessel.



2. Biological sampling data

a - Greenfand Halibut in Subdivision 2+3

‘Length samples have been collected by French observer on board the vesseis in Divisions 3K and 3L The level of
sampling s given in table 1. The length composition of catches per month and division are given in tables 4 and 5
and figures 1 and 2. The bulk of the catch in division 3M is made mostly of individuals of sizes between 36 and
50 cm. Larger individuals were caught in division 3M as the fishery took place in deeper waters (average of 1140
m against 98G m).

b - Cod in subdivisfon 3Ps

Ali the different components of the fishery has been sampled for length monthly except where the low level of
catches could not provide sufficient sampling. Ageing material was collected for the handline and the trawlers
fishery, The level of sampling is given in tables 4 and 5.

¢ — leeland scallop in Subdivision 3Ps

Length sampling of the landings was conducted at the plant in Miquelon. A team of French and Canadian
scientist also embarked on the French fishing vessel for one trip to conduct bivlogical sampling.
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L Greenland Halibut Numbers caught {'000s)
Month Jan. Feb. Mar. Apr. May June July Aug. Sept. Oct. © Nov. Dec. |TOTAL
Lt {crm) A .
30 - » : 010 0.29] 038
32 ' 0.24 285 3.10
34 : - 185 927 1112
36 ' 0.02 367 1589 19.57
38| ' : ' 0.04 438 2096| 2538
40 5 o ‘ _ 0.09 1040 26.25] 36.74
42 : I _ _ 026 1050 2232 33.08
44 , ) © 0.25 10.30 16.47| 27.01
46 _ ‘ . ' : ] 0.40 850 1350 22.39
48 I : 020 759 991 17.71
50 : 0.16 571 669 12.56
52 ‘ N ‘ : 024 410 352 7.86
54| - ) ' 022 228 265 515
56 o ' ' - 016 183 162 3860
58 L C . 001 128 111 240
60 ‘ ' ' 000 062 056 1.18
62 ' 042 021 063
64 - 0.00 047 010 057
66 013 012] 025
68 0.184 012} 0.31
70 000 016 011 0.27
72 ]
74 0.08 0.08
76 S o 005 002 007
78 . , 0.03 0.03
80 T ’ ‘ 0.03 0.03
82
84
86
88
90
92
94 ' : ' 0.02 0.02
96| -
98
100]. - , ‘ .
Total B K 2.05 74.82 154.62| 231.50
N meas. - 213 2841 3171] 6225
Catch (1) S : ‘ 2 61 97 160]

Table 6 - Length composition of French Greenland Halibut catches in Division 3L in 1997.
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3M Greenland Halibut Numbers caught (‘000s)

Month Jan, Feb. Mar. Apr. May  June July Aug. Sept. Oct. Nov. Dec. |[TOTAL

Lt (cm) _
30 ' 0.00
32 0.00
34 0.08 0.08
3B : 0.01 0.01
38 _ 0.09 009 008 024
40 : o 016 038  0.14] 088
42 : 060 034 017 1.0
44 . ' 078 060 053] 192
46 069 081 0821 231
48 096 055 0.96] 247
50 045 078 142| 265
52 058 065 179 302
54 063 040 145 249
56 025 0.35 085 146
58 ' , 039 027 167 234
60 ' 029 042 079 1.50
62 ' C.24 038 085 1.27
64 017 0412 082 090
66 022 0.07 050 079
68 014 017 0.31]
70 003 003 037 043
72 - 006 0.03 014 0.23
74 : 002 0.09 020 0.30
76 007 0.02 025 035
78 0.08 0.08
80 _ - 003 028 031
82 ' 003 0.09 0.14] 026
84 0.0t 0.03 0.04
86 0.00
88 ‘ 0.02 0.02
90 ‘ ' 0.01 0.01
92 ‘ 0.00
a4 : 0.00
96 ‘ : 0.00
98 , , 0.00

100 _ 0.00

Total 672 6.84 1396| 27.52

N meas. 179 245 162 586

Catch (1) g 10 24 43

Table 7 - Length composition of French Greenland Halibut catches in Division 3M in 1997.
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Fig. 1 - Léngth distributioh of Greenland Halibut catches by the French trawl fishery in division 31 for
1997. , »
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Fig.2 - Length distribution of Greenland Halibut catches by the French trawl fishery in division 3M for
1997. : '
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